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Pre-Departure Guide 
Berklee Study Abroad & First Year Abroad

Updated July 23, 2019

Welcome to Valencia, Spain!



 

Passport and Visa Requirements 

Passport 

All students must have a passport that is valid for at least six months after their program end date. If 

you do not currently have one, apply for one early, as the process could take several months. You will 

need your passport at least three months before your program starts. 

Student Visa for Spain 

Most students will need to obtain a student visa for Spain. (Citizens of the European Union, Norway, 
Liechtenstein, Iceland, and Switzerland do not need a visa.) You will receive more information about the 
visa process several months before your program begins.  

Important Dates and Deadlines 

Fall 2019 

Student Move-In: Sunday, Sep. 1 & Monday, Sep. 2 

Orientation: Tuesday, Sep. 3 to Friday, Sep. 6 

Instruction Begins: Monday, Sep. 9 

Final Exams: Monday, Dec. 16 to Friday, Dec. 20 

For more program dates please refer to the Valencia Academic Calendar.

See Valencia Academic Calendar 



 

Phones 

Having a working cell phone while in Valencia is important. In Valencia 

you can buy an inexpensive “pay as you go” phone. During Orientation 

you will receive more information about local phone providers. 

Many students also use their current smartphone to access the internet 

wherever there is free wifi–on campus, at the student residence, etc. You 

may be able to put your current phone plan on hold for the time you will 

be abroad. (Check with your phone company.) The money you save 

could be more than what you will pay for your cell service in Spain.  

Money 

Students can use their ATM cards at ATMs in Valencia to withdraw 

money. You will most likely be charged a fee by both banks. Most major 

credit cards, including Visa, Mastercard, and American Express, are 

accepted in Spain. Many will charge an international fee for each 

transaction. We strongly recommend you contact your bank and credit 

card company to inform them that you will be traveling so they do not 

freeze your account when use your card abroad. 

You do not need to open a bank account in Spain, however many 

students staying in Valencia for more than one semester choose to do so. 

More information will be provided in Valencia. 

What to See & Do 

Valencia is a vibrant, colorful 

city, full of life and music. 

1. The Beach 

Malvarrosa beach is a 20 minute 

bus ride from campus, and is a 

very popular hang out in the 

summer months. Bring a towel 

and your swim suit. 

2. The Central Market 

The central market is one of 

Europe’s oldest and longest 

running markets. Stop by on a 

Saturday morning to catch locals 

buying fresh food for the week, 

and grab a bite to eat at one of 

the many tapas bars nearby. 

3. The City of Arts and Sciences 

This one is hard to miss since 

Berklee’s campus is located inside 

this massive, modern complex. 

There’s a science museum, 

Europe’s largest aquarium, and it’s 

where part of Disney’s 

Tomorrowland was filmed. 

4. Live Music 

Music holds a special place in 

Valencia, and there are many local 

places to hear great live music. 

Check out this article by a 

Berklee alumna to see some of 

Valencia’s best venues. 

Read: 36 Hours in Valencia, Spain.

Check out the My First Year Abroad at Berklee in Valencia video.



 

Berklee ID card (Continuing Berklee Students ONLY): Continuing Berklee students: bring your ID, otherwise you’ll 

need to get a replacement in Valencia, for which there is a fee. First Year Abroad students and students from other 

schools will get a Berklee ID in Valencia. Please note: In Valencia, you cannot use your ID card to make cashless 

purchases on campus or at area businesses. (This service is only available at the Boston campus.) 

Computer: You must bring a laptop to use in classes. You will have wireless access throughout the Berklee campus. It's 

also a good idea to bring your Mbox if you have one and you use it often. 

Medications: We strongly encourage you to bring enough medication to last your entire stay. If that is not possible, 

you can email the Berklee Medical Assistance Team in Valencia at berklee@upromedes.com to discuss options for 

getting your medication in Valencia. We strongly advise that you not have medication sent to you by mail or courier. It 

may incur taxes and take a long time to go through Customs. (We also advise against sending food and cosmetics.) 

Plug Adapters (for electronics): You’ll need plug adapters that match the shape of the outlets in Spain. The voltage is 

220 (vs. 110 in the U.S.) but most modern appliances (e.g. cell phones and laptops) have a voltage converter built in. If 

your device says 100-240V, you just need a plug adapter so that the plug fits into the wall. 

Money: Exchange some money before going to Valencia. You'll want enough cash (Euros) to get a taxi from the 

airport to your residence and to purchase essentials for the first few days. A taxi from the airport to your residence 

may cost 20-40 Euros. 

Clothes: Layers are best! It can be quite warm during the days and get chilly at night. If you plan to travel, plan for that 

too, as weather varies greatly through Spain and Europe. See weather.com for average temperatures.  

What NOT To Bring 

Bedding & Towels: Students staying in housing arranged by Berklee do not need to bring bedding (sheets, pillows, 

blanket) or towels. Those will be provided at the student residence. (If you are approved to live off-campus and need 

bedding or towels, you can purchase them in Valencia.) 

Textbooks: Students will find out what books they need once they get to Valencia. Textbooks and supplies can be 

purchased at the library on campus.

What To Bring: Essentials 

Study Abroad student 

Tonina Saputo works with 

Antonio Serrano, a famous 

Spanish harmonica player. 

Check out Historia de un 

Amor on Youtube.



 

Study Abroad student Alan Price 

plays at Innovation ¡En Vivo!  

Students in Valencia can audition 

to perform a piece featuring an 

innovative element.

What to Bring: Instruments & 

Equipment 

Students should bring their own instruments and equipment, taking into 

consideration the following guidelines. More information about using 

equipment on campus will be provided during Orientation in Valencia.  

Instruments & Equipment On Campus: Standard drum sets and pianos 

are available in practice rooms. The campus has cymbals, two electric 

guitars, two nylon guitars, and three basses (one acoustic and two electric). 

We also provide a wide array of small percussion and many electronic 

instruments (midi controllers, MPC's, Push, EWI's, Keytars, etc.) Instruments 

and equipment are available by reservation via the Intranet, depending on 

availability. They cannot be used off-campus. 

Cables: In addition to your laptop and mini-rig, we recommend that you 

bring the appropriate cables to connect your setup to a P.A. system. 

Vocalists should bring their own microphones if they need them for use off-

campus. 

Guitarists should bring their instrument, tuner, patch cable and accessories 

(i.e. extra strings, picks, etc.) The campus does not provide cables, but has 

amps in the ensemble and practice rooms.  

Bassists: There are three basses at the Valencia campus (see above). 

Students may also choose to ship their bass or rent one in Valencia, but these 

options may be difficult and/or expensive.   

Pianos and keyboards will be provided during the classes and are available 

in reservable practice rooms. However, pianists may wish to bring their own 

small keyboard for practicing outside of campus hours. 

Horn and string players should bring their instrument. Be sure to bring any 

additional accessories needed for instrument maintenance and your 

microphone if you have one. 

Drummers should bring their stick bag and practice pad. You should bring 

your own cymbals and high-hat clutch if you want to play off campus. 

Standard drum sets and cymbals will be available for use during the classes 

and reservable for on-campus use. 

Percussion: There are congas, timbales, cajons and bongos available on 

campus during classes. Percussion players should bring their bells, sticks, and 

cymbals if they want to use them, and any other accessories that they might 

use. Vibraphones and marimbas are also available at the campus. 

Traveling with Your 

Instrument 

Contact your airline to find out 

their specific policies for 

traveling with an instrument.

Forget Something? 

No problem! There is a music 

store and two shopping 

centers (El Saler and Aqua) 

close to campus. 

Lockers 

Lockers are available on 

campus. Students will receive 

more information during 

Orientation in Valencia. 



 

Learn More: First Year Abroad Insurance Learn More: Study Abroad Insurance

Learn More: Study Abroad HousingLearn More: First Year Abroad Housing

Arriving to the Student Residence 
The easiest way to get from the airport to your 

residence is by taxi. Your residence address is: 

Collegiate - Marina Real 

Calle Francesc Cubells, 7 

46011 

Valencia, 

España

 Flight Tip  

 It’s best to fly directly to Valencia. The airport code is VLC. 

 Some students fly to Madrid or Barcelona and take the 

train to Valencia, but that can be difficult, especially with 

luggage and instruments. Some good places to check for 

flights are studentuniverse.com and kayak.com.

Transportation 
Many students use Valencia’s public transportation 

system, including bus, metro, and bike rental 

(Valenbisi). You can walk almost anywhere in the city. 

Meals 
Meals are not included with housing. You are 

responsible for your food costs. Many students buy 

food at local supermarkets and cook at their 

residence. There are also many great cafes and 

restaurants near the campus and the residences.

 Housing  

 Students are required to stay in housing arranged by 

Berklee, unless they meet the housing exemption 

requirement. You will live at a student residence located 

approximately two miles from campus. Bed linens, 

towels, room cleaning, and internet are included.

Health & Travel Insurance 

1. You Must Have Primary Health Insurance 
Students must enroll in health insurance that meets the requirements of their home institution. 

2. You Will Have Spanish Health Insurance 
Students will be covered by a private health insurance provider in Spain while they are enrolled in the program. This 

coverage is included in the program fee and cannot be waived. 

3. You Will Have Travel Insurance For Your Trip To And From Spain 
Berklee’s travel insurance provider covers students during their travel to and from Valencia (at the beginning and end 

of the program) and during travel that is part of the academic program. There is no fee for this coverage.  

If you travel for personal reasons before, during, or after the program, you are responsible for 

obtaining appropriate health and travel insurance.

Housing, Meals, & Transportation

Early move-in is not permitted at the 

residence. If you will arrive to Valencia 

before the official move-in date, you 

may wish to consider short-term 

housing and hotels, or email 

StudentAffairsValencia@berklee.edu 

for more information.



 

Valencia Campus on Facebook 

Valencia Campus Facebook Page 

Get a taste of the Valencia campus life before you 

arrive by following us on Facebook.  

Private Facebook Groups 

These groups are for confirmed students to meet 

their classmates, network, and plan events. 

Confirmed Students: check your emailFollow the Valencia Campus on Facebook

Valencia Campus Hours 
Subject to change 

Weekdays (Mon - Fri)      

8:30 a.m. to 2:00 a.m. 

Weekends and Holidays     

10:00 a.m. to 12:00 a.m. 

You’ll learn about reserving practice rooms, studios, 
and tech lab hours during Orientation in Valencia. 

The concert series, “Lago de Conciertos,” takes place just 

outside campus every Friday during the warmer months.

Valencia Campus Experience 

Valencia Campus Social Media

Instagram 

Check out 

#berkleeabroad and 

#berkleevalencia. 

Youtube 

Watch hundreds of 

videos, including 

concerts, student 

profiles, and events. 

Flickr 

See more than 8,000 

photos of the campus 

and special events. 

Twitter 

Stay up to date on the 

latest happenings on 

campus. 
Read Zach Rosten’s blog post 7 Reasons Why You 
Want To Study abroad in Valencia.



 

Courses and Faculty 

First Year Abroad students will be registered for their courses after the placement assessments have been 

completed. You will receive your schedule on the Friday of Orientation week. 

Study Abroad students will register for their courses during Berklee College of Music’s registration 

period, which is in April for fall and in November for spring.

Learn More: First Year Abroad Courses

Learn More: Study Abroad Courses

Check out the Berklee faculty who will guide you through the semester. 

See Faculty

Program Contacts 

  First Year Abroad    Study Abroad 

  Admissions (Boston)     Study Abroad 

  +1 617 747-2222     +1 617 747-6600 

  admissions@berklee.edu    studyabroad@berklee.edu 

  

  Admissions (Valencia) 

  +34 96 333 2808 

  admissionsvalencia@berklee.edu


